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FORBWORD 


. 3 The Monthly Bulletin - Office of the Surgeon, U.5.4,5.0.8,, S.WP.A., 
is pubdlished for the purpose of disseminating information of general 
interest and of administrative velue to the Medical Devartment personnel 
of the United States Army Forces in 8,.W.P.A. 


' 

All Medical Department officers and agencies ‘are invited to submit 
items of general interest for future publication. ‘It is not intended that 
the material herein contained shall have the force of directives (except . 
where directives are quoted) but should be used as a guide by those 


concerned, 


The Surgeon requests that the Commanding Officer of each unit mez 
such arrangements as are necessary to ensure that every commissioned © 
officer ang nurse in his orzani-vation reads this bulletin each month, 
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ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION 


SPHAD LIMITS 


et oS ee et a 


1. SPEED LIMITS, - Attention is invited to paragraph 19, AR 850-15, 
the following portions of which are particularly cpvlicable to medical 
units: 


"19, Speed Limits. - a. The cavtion plate mounted on a motor 


vehicle indicates the maxinmun safe svesd for which the vehicle \ 
is desizned, This speed vresumes go od operating condition of 

vehicles, good road, load, nornel traffic conditions, and 

skilled driving, It will not be exceeded, pon OF 


b. Fast driving over rough, .slipnery, or congested. roads’ 
is vrohibited end the fact that the vehicie was being operated 
within the authorized speed limit will not be accented as an 
excuse for such driving, 


c Speeds will not exceed the liml 
ulations of the States or town in which 
operated." 


ts set oy law or reg 
G vakicle is Liki 


2. & recheck on drivers! permits and the physical condition of 
drivers will be made to eliminate drivers holding pvermits who may be 
unfit to verform their duties. 


ee ee ee et et ere 


CONTRIBUTIONS OR GIFTS 


COMPRIBUTIONS OR GIFTS, - The War Department has iia that 
attention of all concerned be invited to the provisions of veragrahp 2e, (6) 
(a) and (b) AR 600810, which is quoted as follows: 


"(a) No officer, clerk, or employee in the United States Government 
exmloy shall at any time solicit contributions from other officers, 
embed or employees in the Government service for a 2ift or present 
to those in superior official position; nor shall any such officials 
or clerical superiors receive any gift or present offered or presented 
to them as a contribution from persons in Government employ receiving 
a less salary than themselves; nor shall any officer or clerk meke any 
donation as a gift or present to any official superior. Hvery person 
who violates this section shall be summarily discharged from the 
Government employ. (See R,S, 1734), 


(>) Receiving presents from persons not in the Military Establish- 
ment or in the employ of the Government in recognition of services 
rendered is not avcroved by the Department." G&XM 005. 
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PROMOTIONS UNDER MEDICAL DEPARTMINT 


PROMOTIONS UNDER MEDICAL DEPARTMENT T/O. - In accordance with letter 
GSC 320.3 Headquarters, USASOS, 14 November, 1942, Medical Department units 
that did not have specific authori ty to reorgenize under new T/O's all 
recommend promotion of officers and promote enlisted men to fill vace 
Cics ¢xisting under the old T/0, GSD 210,2°x 220.2. 


ere ee ee eee ee ee et 


INSPECTION OF BODIES TOR BURIAL 


INSPSCTION OF BODIES FOR BURIAL, - The attention of the Base 
Beets on Surgeons and Tho Commanding Officors of ail hospitals is called 
to W.D. Circular 165, 1941, Section 1, paragraph 5, and AR 40-590 Section 
19,. Reorder aivh e (1), "(2) and (3), These two rogulations prescribe tho 
methods of inspoction that is required of bodies prepared for burial 
and apply to this arca, 4 


PROFESSIONAL SECTION 


COMMENTS OF ON SURGERY DONE IN Hs HE ADVANG ED AREA DURING 
RECENT “ACTION | 
Provared by Lt. Col. W, B. Parsons, MC, 
Surgical Consultant, . Office of the Surg ZCONs 


The groeatost praise is duc to the individuals and tho units for the 
truly superior quality of the surgory that was porformed in all units 
during the recent action in Now Guinca. Cases arriving at the goencral 
hospitals on the mainland show conclusively that many Lives wore saved, 
that adequate shock theravy was availabic and had beon used, and that in 
the vast majority of instances good judgmont and technique had been 
exhibited. Quite naturally expo ricnco has indicated cortain ways in which 
improvement can be effoctod, and the ‘following comments ere offcred as 
constructive criticism, 


The - -‘tomptation to do too much must bo roesistod, _— one must also be 
vigilant and carcful to do onough, This thought was inspired by tho 
occurronce of certain orrors in judgmont thet aro of pie importance 
whore tho man must be transportod soon after operation. The fact of 


transportation is important in that movement, oxposure, and oxhaustion 


are inimical to smooth wound hoaling, because of obvious goneral roasons 


a oe 
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end also bocauso shifting of tissuo planos from jolting causes homorrhago 
and tho formetion of doad spaces which intorforos with normal repair and 
prodisposes to infoction in an individual in poor condition, Tho follow 
ing points scomod worthy of commont:-— 


@« Some wounds wore sutured primerily, and almost oll of these. 
bocame scriously infocted, Sccondary, or dolayed suturc is foasible in 
many cases but again. not whon the man must bdo evacuated shortly or when 
bactoriel control has not beon mado, Somo successful ones woro done whore 
the man was kopt in tho samo institution until wound hoaling had been 
complotod, . 


be Most umnfortunatoly tho word "nacking" has been used extensively 
in the litor-ture in describing the dressing of wounds aftor dobridomont, 
The word packing has boon misconstrued by somo to mean tight pvacking, 
This is bad onough in a wound adocuntoly debridced but can be disastrous 
when littlo or no debridement has been dono and tho wounds of ontranco 
and.cxit aro tightly packed cvon with sulfonamide on vaseline gauge, 

ce Porforating ond ponatrating wounds through largo musclo bundios, 
with or without bono injury should be at least laid open with division of 
the overlying fascia to dctormine the presonce or absence of massive 
muscle damage. It is in such cases that cnacrobic infection is likely, 
and where romoval of forcign bodics and dead tissue and the wide opening 
of the wound is so important. At Poarl Herbour it was shown that debricco-= 
mont as late as 72 hours after wounding could be done safcly-in those 
cases whore sulfonamido had boon appliod thoroughly to tho wound. Attontion 
must be paid to the fact that wo cannot roly oxclusivoly on cheomothcrapy 
locally but must also givo it P.0O., in fact some clain that the oral routo 


is tho only important ono, but that has not boon provone 


COMPOUND FR CTURES. -~ In this typo of case tho immodiato nood in 
the majority is troatmont of shock, to proparo for oporativo attention 
to the wound with adequate oxposuro and whatovor debridement is indicated. 
The production of a wide opon wound following the romoval of foroign 
bodics and small loose fragmonts of bono, with the carofil leaving of all 
fragnonts attached to poriostoun, will rosult in a large porcentage of 
casos in tho avoidance of anacrobic or sovoro purulent infection or 
ostcomyolitis, Immobilization for transportation to insuro ageinst further 
travma and shock is the third objoctivo in trceatmont, Immobilization must * 
be attained oven though length and alignment may be imperfect. The cases 
will arrive at o gonoral hospital in amplo timo for longth and alignmont 
to bo takon caro of if necossary, This of courso should not be taken to 
moan that longth and aligriment aro not important and that no cffort should 
be mado to havo the bone or bones in as good position as possiblo, but 
norely thatthis particular foaturo is of secondary importance to shock 
thorapy, propor care of the soft part wound and inmobilization for trans~ 
portation, ben Bae Aire 7 
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CHEST WOUNDS. .- All tynos‘aré of courso intorosting and ‘iaporte nt. 
Among thon tho porforeting wound with considornblo honothorax was : 
froquontly.« problom difficult to solvo, a case for oxamplo boing ono not 
sufforing from narked shift anc’ twist of the vascular stalk but in whom it 
pai difficult to ompty the chest, whore fluid ro-accurmlatod, and whore 
ontually a gclatinous coegulun fornod, Practically all writors on this 
eubacet stross tho point that clotting of puro blood docs not occur for’ 
Many days but that the prosonco of considorsblo blood in tho ploural 
Space causes an cffusion in which fibrin is laid down or cocgulation 
“initiated which starts clotting in tho contained blood, For this roason 
carly aspiration is roecommonded ovon as carly as twonty-four hours aftor 
wounding, and of course on any ovidonco of rospiratory ombarrassnont, In 
order to keep the chost as ompty as possible ond thus to avoid tho coagulun 
mentioned abovo, it is stated that ropoatod aspiration should bo dono 
porhaps as oftcn as daily. Cortainly by omptying tho chest ono ern dotormino 
if frosh blocding is occurring of sufficiont volumo to suggest an open 
intorcostal or intornal mammary. vessel which would roquiro surgical attack. 
Most writcrs suggest, or at lonst nontion, corly aspiration followod by 
the injoction of air to naintain’ collapse until tho. lung wound has soalod 
over. In practically all cases thoro will bo somo ynounothorax proscont 
anyhow, It would hardly scom wisco, until our oxporicnee is widor, to give 
air to all cases imnodicatoly following the first aspiration, but it should 
bo kept in mind for uso in thoso casos whoro oozing continucs from the lung, 
Several writers suggest irrigation with salinc to allow for liquof-ction 
and aspiration of coagulated or partly clotted blood, to be followod by 
air injoction, This would bo a difficult tochnique to usc in advanced 
units but might bo occasionally spplicablo at a gonceral hospital, In 
ony ovent a cortsin nunbor of casos at goncral hospitals will roquire 
intcrcostal thoracotomy with ovacuation of clots and closurc, and a nunber 
of cases of ompyora will bo wnavoidablo. On the whole conscrvative troat—_ 
Mont gives the best rosults whon based on ah aporecintion of the mechanics 
and physiology of respiration. Chomothorapy has beon an invaluable cid. 
An oxcellent roviow of the litorcturo by Do Bakoy appcared in tho March 
1942 Intornational Abstract of Surg gory under tho titlo "Management of 
Chest Wounds", 


I One nk ene eee ek teal mn GOD Sat Sen SEN Get 


EXPLOSIVE i wae OF BULLETS .° 


Many bullot wounds. aro boing doseribod as nanellae boon caused by” 
"oxplosive" bullcts. One shovld difforontiato botweon truco oxplosivonoss, 
as is the case with an H.d. shell, and what is callod oxplosive offoct, 
The latter is duc to fragnontation of » bullot which may occur when any 
bullet strikos a hard matorial' in the right way, is not doflocted but 
breaks up into piccos, Tho Japanose aro not using truc oxplosivo bullcts 
in their small arms such as the 25 cal, but tho bullot as is shown in tho 
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diagran is butt heavy -nd tho jnckot is so dosignod that it con rupture 
-casily with discharge of tho load contents. <A 
nunbor of onpty jackcts have been ronoved which 
has made tho obsorver think that. the bullot was 
truly coxplosivo, Thoro is no guostion but thet 
tiis type of bullot is associated with dofinito 
explosive offect, tho Lino of rupture is indic~ 
ated at 4 in tho diagran, Bullots firod intg 
wood do not socom to fragmont as readily os those fired into water or sand, 
In battle casualtios fragnontation is confinod to those cases whore a 

bone has beon hit, Tho balance of tho bullct verhaps oxplains why so many 
cases showod doviation of tho bullct causod by rosistant layors such as 
aponourosis and the subcutsncous tissuo, 


A Oe NE Meet ate et hE me ee 


HOOK WORM AND SIM SZ eis 


Tho attontion of nodicsl .officors in Sell. ioe is enllod to two 
discasos ak have recently been roportod to this offico, Hookworn end 
. Bilharziesis, Both of those conditions may be dingnosed from cxenineation 
of the stools but as stool oxcninations ofton may not be omployod rout= 
inoly a bricf clinicel doscrivtion of thoso two disoasos is furnished 


which, upon boing found in:a.pationt, should lead to laboratory confirmation, 


Hookworn (Ankylostomiasis) usually hes an insidious and vaguc typo 
of onscot. It is chicfly charactcrizod by a hypochromic normocytic ancnia, 
cardiac palpitation, cpigastric tondornoss, a and mental and physical 
oxhaustion, In 80 = 90% of tho cascs thore is a history of cornatitis of 
the tocs or foot which causes intonso itching ond secondary infection 
bocauso of scratching, This is duo to-larvac. egos ene tho cutancous 
tissucs.e 


An urticarial rash is somotimes observed during tho dovelopmont of 
the parasites in tho body... Palpitation of the hcart.is carly and narked, 
with shortnoss of brcath on tho slightost oxortione Hpigastric toncorness 
is common and may simulate duodenal ulcor. Hookworm pationts suffor from 
chronic fatiguo mentally and physically. 


The rod coll count avorages in markod cases 2,000,000 to 3,000,000 
red colls por cu, nen. Tho homaglobin porcentage in thcoso cascs is down to 
botwooen 30 and 50, Tho color indox is bolow ones. Tho whito count is 
usually normal. Hosinophilia is‘ quito praminen t: and usually ranges fron 
15-35% of tho loucocytos, 


Tho clinical dingnosis nay bo donfisod with Boribori, dnroriie 
nephritis, or molarial cachoxing Tho labor atory diagnosis can usually be. 
made by finding hookworm ova in the focos gonorally by single nleroscopical 
exanination without concontration, 
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Asiatic Bilharziasis (Schistosominsis) is causod by tho Schistosona 
japonicum, a blood fluko whose intornodiary host is a forn of snail, 


The carly clinical manifostations of this disoaso sro veriable ond 
may be ch-ractcri':d by keliiiphe. forer, pulnonary ond abdominal symptons 
associated with a marked aaa is nilic Loucocytosis (10-20, 000 colls por cu. 
Tele )s : 


Ofton local itchinoss dovolops at the time tho corcarino ore invading 
agp cutancous tissues, Occasionally a transiont dornatitis occurs which is 
a truco ccresrial dermatitis, 


Thore is froquontly a stazo charactcrizod by toxic or pare By 
foaturecs which occurs four to oight wocks <fter cxposuro, Tho most pronin~ 
ont developments are intonse cosinophili-, gonornalizod urticarin, transiont 
edema ond fever, cough, dyspnoa, pain in opigastrium, navsoa, or diarrhoa. 
axanination nay roverl a tonder onlergenent of the livor and splcon, rales 
ond dullness of tho lungs, 


From the third nonth dysontoric like attacks nay predomincto, In 
this stage evidence of pulmonary fibrosis and involvenont of the contral 
nervous syston may appoar. 


In the finel stage, ofter many yoars, nalnutriticn, anonia, ascites, 
rere ey ond BeFenonozaty oy occur. 


‘The diagnosis in the on ely Stago may be confusod with bronchitis, 
tuberculosis, or typhoid fover, Lator-ancbinsis may be suspoctcd. 


The diagnosis is best ostablishod in the early phndns by a cormplencnt 
fixation reaction and intradermal skin tosts, Later, the diagnosis of eggs 
in the stool will dofinitcly csteblish the prosonco of the condition, 


oe ee CO Oe ae et te ee 


VENEREAL DISEASE 


1. It will bdo noted that in AR 40-210 par 24°C (2) it states ~ 'whon 
the pationt has reesived tho anount of trontment outlined by the recomcn~ 
dations of the Surgeon Gonoral, active treatnont will be discontinucd, and 
an ontry "trootnent dorploted® ante) will bo made conspicuously on page 1 
of tho rogistor", In par 24 0 (4) it st-tes ~ "tho rogister will be closed 
when the case is dosign-tod as "rosult satisfactory"," Although tho now 
rogulation does not specifically stato that scrological tests should be done 
at statod intervals efter complotion of trcatmont, it is ‘tho intorprotation 
of this offico, that medical officers should follow the rocomnend-:tion of 
Oircular Letter No. 74, SeGeO. datod 25 July, 1942, wherein it recormonds 
scrological tosts 3 nonths end 6 months aftor complotion of troatnent 
before final closure and forwarding of the registor,. 
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2e - Vonoreal Disease Postors hnovo boon rocontly mailed to The 
Commanding Officors of oll units in tho aron in so far as it is possiblo, 
It is rocommonded that the Unit Surgeons sco to it that the postors are 
displeyed in the designated placcos$: also that. locations of prophyl-ctic 
stations bo attached to theso postors, ; 


3. It is vory gratifying to note that tho Decombor Consolidatod 
Ve. D. Statistics roport for tho 5.WeP.A. showod that the rate was 18.6 por 
1000 por year, This rato is the lowcost point roachod in the area, and it 
illustrates that constant offort on tho part of o11 concerned can and will 
deeroaso tho incidonco of vencroal discasos, Salk 


DENTAL, SECTION’ 


CONSERVATION OF DENTAL BURS 
AND HANDPIECES 


The assortnont of sizos of dental burs for the Arny hes recently boon 
reduced and priority has boon givon for tho manufacture of a Llinited numbor™ 
of cortain sizcos, Because of the probablo difficulty in procuring sufficient 
quantitics of dontal burs to nect roquiroménts, it will bo nocossary for all 
thoso concorned in tho issuc of dental burs, cspocially doentel officers and 
assistants who use and carc fér thon,.to oxcrcise tho utmost diligonee in 
the consorvation of their consumption, 

e 

Great care will be oxorcised in the preservation of dontal ongine 
handpicces, Thorough clooning and oiling will be made a daily routine 
practice in ordor to prolong their sorviccability,. 
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ARMY WURSS CORPS SECTION 


NURSES PORTION OF “O TITAL TUNDS.- With tho change in status of 
menbors of the Arny Nurss Corps, funds which had accunulsted in the nurses 
portion of tho various ‘:ospital funds.priorw to tho chenge in status may be 
turned ovor to the nurses for pro rata rofund to individuals or for such 
othor distribution as may be dosirod ond approved by tho Commanding 
Officor, G5MD 123,1 x 221 Nurses, 


No civilion clothes will be worn at ony time by nonbers of the 
Army Nurse Corps, For off duty hours in quartors and for sports, culottos 
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and slacks will bo worn, oxcovt in tho Advance Base whore slacks and long 
slcovos will be worn from sundown to sunup. This ancnds the orticlo on 
culottos and slacks in par. 2 of the July issuo of the Bullotin, 


ee ee et ee et 


en¢tkerchicfs will not bo displayed in the pockets of nurses 
uniforns,. 


With the chenge of status tho following is quoted for the bencofit 
of all nursos: AR 40-20, Aug. 15, 1942 = par. 2b (4): 


"In all roports, returns, ordors anc othor official docunents, the 
titles corresponding to the rolative rank conforrod upon nurses will be 
used in the samc manner as is prescribed for commissioned officers", 
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